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act, and from its object or result. This step is the
real salto mortale from sound expressive of percepts
to sound expressive of concepts, which no one has
hitherto heen able to explain, but which has become
perfectly intelligible through Nona's philosophy. The
sounds which naturally accompany repeated acts are
from the very beginning signs of incipient concepts,
i. e. signs of repeated sensations comprehended as one.
As soon as these sounds become differentiated by
accents or other outward signs, so as to express either
the agent, or the instrument, or the place, or the time,
or the object of any action, the element common to
all these words is neither more nor less than what we
are accustomed to call the root, the phonetic type,
definite in form, and expressive of a general act, and
therefore conceptual.

These considerations belong more properly to the
science of language ; yet we could not omit them here
altogether in treating of the science of religion.

Early concepts.

If we want to know, for instance, what the ancients
thought when they spoke of a river, the answer is,
they thought of it exactly what they called it, and
they called it, as we know, in different ways, either
the runner (sarit), or the noisy (nadi or dhuni);
or if it flowed in a straight line, the plougher or the
plough (sira, river, str&, plough), or the arrow; or if
it seemed to nourish the fields, the mother (matar) ;
or if it separated and protected one country from
another, the defender (sindhu, from sidh, sedhati,
to keep off). In all these names you will observe